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Greene at once determined to seize the opportunity of
falling in superior numbers on Lord Rawdon, who had been
left with some 8000 troops—mostly scattered in small posts—
to hold South Carolina and Georgia in the absence of his
chief. Sending his partisans forward on either flank to deal
with these hostile posts, Greene himself moved direct upon his
enemy's headquarters at Carnden. Here he was outmanoeuvred
and checked; but Rawdon *s position in face of the guerilla
activity on all sides of him was untenable, and he was com-
pelled to fall back southwards, leaving his garrisons to be
captured one by one by the enemy. In August, Greene himself
resumed his advance, and encountered Stuart, Rawdon's
successor, at Eutaw ; once again the British held their ground
during the battle and then fell back, leaving Greene to reap
the fruits of his strategic skill at his leisure. By the end of
the year their area of occupation in the South was confined
to Charleston and Savannah and the coastal strip between
them.
Meanwhile Cornwallis effected his junction with the
Chesapeake, detachment, drove away a small French force,
under Lafayette, which was observing that area, and after
displaying a certain amount of activity in Virginia, established
himself at Yorktown. From this point Clinton apparently
intended to withdraw him to New York, but he was not left
the leisure to do so ; for, simultaneously, a French fleet, under
De Grasse, put in an appearance and blockaded Yorktown
by sea, while the main American army, under Washington,
arriving from the North, invested the place on the land side.
Cornwallis, with his 7000 men thus shut m by 16,000, capitulated
in a few days, and it would seem with somewhat unnecessary
precipitation, for, five days later, Clinton arrived from New
York by sea to relieve him. The blow put an instant end to
the British prospects of victory in America; and from this
date to the conclusion of peace in 1783 Clinton attempted
nothing beyond the maintenance of his positions at New York,
Savannah and Charleston, althougit the condition of the
American army was by no means such as to discourage all
hopes of a successful offensive on his part.
The course of the war in the West Indies in 1782 was almost
equally unfavourable to our arms. In quick succession
Essequibo, Demerara and St. Eustatius were recaptured by
the Allies ; St. Kitts, Nevis, Montserrat and the Bahamas were
also lost. The only gleams of success to set bff against all
these disasters were the recovery of Honduras and Rodney's
great naval victory at the Saints, which bade fair to restore to
us our lost sea supremacy.

